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Royal Australasian

Omitlaologists Union

The Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union is Australia’s
oldest national conservation organization and the best'estab—
lished in the field of bird research. The RAOU was founded
in 1901 by a group of amateurs interested in the scientific
study of birds. In the 90 years since then, the RAOU has
provided a focus for researchers, both amateur and pro-
fessional, working to increase our knowledge of the birds of
Australasia. By the scientific study of thebirds of our region,
the RAOU promotes conservation through knowledge.
Scientific data are essential to making informed decisions
about our avifauna.To thisend, theRAOU coordinates the
nationalNest Record Scheme, theAustralianBird Count and
study programmes of threatenedand endangered birds. The
RAOU is consulted regularly by government organizations,
companies, educational institutions and interested indi-
viduals. The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and An»
tarctic Birds -provides an authoritative basis for making
decisions about our avifaunaand for the directions of future
research.

The RAOU publishes Emu, a quarterly scientificjournal
and Australia’s only internationallyrecognized ornithological
journal. The Union also publishes a quarterly newsletter for
all members,RAOU Conservation Statements, theRAOU Re»
port series and RAOU Monographs. HANZAB continues the
RAOU’s achievementsin publishing: The AtlasofAustralian
Birds and Shorebirds in Australia and the recently published
first volume of Threatened Birds of Australia.

The RAOU has assembled a dedicated team for thepro-
duction of Volume 1 of the Handbookand work on Volume
2, which is planned to cover Birds of Prey to Terns, is well
under way.

The Royal AustralasianOrnithologistsUnion, 21 Glad-
stone St, Moonee Ponds, Victoria, 3039, Australia. Tele»
phone (03) 370 1422.




