
CONTENTS 

THERAOU 9 
SPONSORS 10 
INTRODUCTION 13 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 19 
CONTRIBUTORS AND REVIEWERS 21 
ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS 22 
ERRATA 24 

CHARADRlIFORMES 25 
SCOLOPACIDAE sandpipers and allies 25 
Gallinagoninae snipe 28 

Gallinago hardwickii Latham's Snipe 21 
Gallinago stenura Pin-tailed Snipe 38 
Gallinago megala Swinhoe's Snipe 42 
Unidentified Gallinago snipe 47 
Coenocorypha pusilla Chatham Island Snipe 47 
Coenocorypha aucklandica New Zealand Snipe 54 

Tringinae godwits, curlews, 'shanks' and allies 67 
Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit 68 
Limosa haemastica Hudsonian Godwit 77 
Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed Godwit 82 
Numenius minutus Little Curlew 95 
Numenius phaeopus Whimbrel 103 
Numenius tahitiensis Bristle-thighed Curlew 112 
[Numenius arquata Eurasian Curlew] 116 
Numenius madagascariensis Eastern Curlew 117 
Bartramia longicauda Upland Sandpiper 125 
Tringa erythropus Spotted Redshank 128 
T ringa totanus Common Redshank 144 
Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper 136 
Tringa nebularia Common Greenshank 144 
[Tringa guttifer Nordmann's Greenshank] 152 
Tringa flavipes Lesser Yellow legs 153 
Tringa solitaria Solitary Sandpiper 156 
T ringa ochropus Green Sandpiper 158 
T ringa glareola Wood Sandpiper 158 
Xenus cinereus T erek Sandpiper 165 
Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper 173 
Heteroscelus brevipes Grey-tailed Tattler 180 
Heteroscelus incanus Wandering Tattler 188 



6 Contents 

Arenariinae turnstones 194 
Arenaria interpres Ruddy Turnstone 194 

Limnodrominae dowitchers 205 
Limnodromus semipalmatus Asian Dowitcher 206 

Calidridinae arctic sandpipers and allies 213 
Calidris tenuirostris Great Knot 214 
Calidris canutus Red Knot 224 
Calidris alba Sanderling 237 
[Calidris pusilla Semipalmated Sandpiper] 245 
Calidris mauri Western Sandpiper 246 
Calidris min uta Little Stint 250 
Calidris ruficollis Red-necked Stint 258 
Calidris subminuta Long-toed Stint 270 
Calidris minutilla Least Sandpiper 279 
Calidris fuscicollis White-rumped Sandpiper 279 
Calidris bairdii Baird's Sandpiper 283 
Calidris melanotos Pectoral Sandpiper 287 
Calidris acuminata Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 295 
Hybrid Calidris sandpipers 307 
Calidris alpina Dunlin 308 
Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper 315 
Micropalama himantopus Stilt Sandpiper 326 
Tryngites subruficollis Buff-breasted Sandpiper 329 
Limicola falcinellus Broad-billed Sandpiper 333 
Philomachus pugnax Ruff 341 

Phalaropodinae phalaropes 347 
S teganopus tricolor Wilson's Phalarope 348 
Phalaropus lobatus Red-necked Phalarope 352 
Phalaropus fulicaria Grey Phalarope 360 

GLAREOLIDAE coursers and pratincoles 365 
Glareola maldivarum Oriental Pratincole 366 
S tiltia isabella Australian Pratincole 372 

LARIDAE skuas, jaegers, gulls and terns 384 
Stercorariinae skuas and jaegers 385 

Catharacta skua Great Skua 388 
Catharacta maccormicki South Polar Skua 412 
Stercorarius pomarinus Pomarine Jaeger 438 
Stercorarius parasiticus Arctic Jaeger 448 
Stercorarius longicaudus Long-tailed Jaeger 459 

Larinae gulls 468 
[Larus scoresbii Dolphin Gull] 470 
Larus pacificus Pacific Gull 471 



Contents 7 

[Larus atlanticus Olrog's Gull] 484 
Larus crassirostris Black-tailed Gull 485 
[Larus modestus Grey Gull] 489 
Larus dominicanus Kelp Gull 490 
[Larus fuscus Lesser Black-backed Gull] 516 
[Larus hartlaubii Hartlaub's Gull] 517 
Larus novaehollandiae Silver Gull 517 
Larus bulleri Black-billed Gull 545 
Larus ridibundus Black-headed Gull 558 
Larus atricilla Laughing Gull 561 
Larus pipixcan Franklin's Gull 565 
Larus sabini Sabine's Gull 569 

Sterninae terns and noddies 573 
Sterna nilotica Gull-billed Tern 576 
Sterna caspia Caspian Tern 586 
Sterna bengalensis Lesser Crested Tern 597 
Sterna bergii Crested Tern 605 
Sterna dougallii Roseate Tern 621 
Sterna striata White-fronted Tern 632 
Sterna sumatrana Black-naped Tern 645 
Sterna hirundo Common Tern 655 
Sterna paradisaea Arctic Tern 668 
Sterna vittata Antarctic Tern 677 
Sterna virgata Kerguelen Tern 692 
Sterna albostriatus Black-fronted Tern 699 
Sterna albifrons Little Tern 709 
[Sterna saundersi Saunders's Tern] 724 
Sterna nereis Fairy Tern 725 
Sterna anaethetus Bridled Tern 738 
Sterna fuscata Sooty Tern 752 
Chlidonias hybridus Whiskered Tern 765 
Chlidonias leucopterus White-winged Black Tern 776 
Chlidonias niger Black Tern 785 
Anous stolidus Common Noddy 789 
Anous minutus Black Noddy 801 
Anous tenuirostris Lesser Noddy 812 
Procelsterna cerulea Grey T ernlet 818 
Gygis alba White Tern 825 

COLUMBIFORMES 834 
COLUMBIDAE pigeons and doves 834 

Columba livia Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) 838 
Columba vitiensis White-throated Pigeon 846 
Columba leucomela White-headed Pigeon 847 
Streptopelia senegalensis Laughing T urtle-Dove 852 
Streptopelia chinensis Spotted T urtle-Dove 856 
Streptopelia 'risoria' Barbary Dove 864 
Macropygia amboinensis Brown Cuckoo-Dove 866 



8 Contents 

Chalcophaps indica Emerald Dove 873 
Phaps chalcoptera Common Bronzewing 881 
Phaps elegans Brush Bronzewing 890 
Phaps histrionica Flock Bronzewing 896 
Ocyphaps lophotes Crested Pigeon 903 
Geophaps plumifera Spinifex Pigeon 912 
Geophaps smithii Partridge Pigeon 927 
Geophaps scripta Squatter Pigeon 927 
Petrophassa albipennis White-quilled Rock-Pigeon 933 
Petrophassa rufipennis Chestnut-quilled Rock-Pigeon 938 
Geopelia cuneata Diamond Dove 942 
Geopelia striata Peaceful Dove 949 
Geopelia humeralis Bar-shouldered Dove 957 
Leucosarcia melanoleuca Wonga Pigeon 964 
[Gallicolumba norfolciensis Norfolk Island Ground-Dove] 969 
Ptilinopus cinctus Banded Fruit-Dove 970 
Ptilinopus magnificus Wompoo Fruit-Dove 974 
Ptilinopus superbus Superb Fruit-Dove 980 
Ptilinopus regina Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove 986 
Ducula concinna Elegant Imperial-Pigeon 994 
Ducula whartoni Christmas Island Imperial-Pigeon 996 
Ducula mullerii Collared Imperial-Pigeon 999 
Ducula bicolor Pied Imperial-Pigeon 1001 
Lopholaimus antarcticus Topknot Pigeon 1009 
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae New Zealand Pigeon 1016 

INDEXES 
Scientific names 1026 
English names 1028 



RAOU 
BIRDS' KNOWLEDGE' CONSERVATION 

The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds 
(HANZAB) is being produced by the Royal Australasian Orn­
ithologists Union (RAOU). HANZAB is an integral part of the 
RAOU's mission, which is to work to conserve native birds and 
biological diversity in Australasia and Antarctica, through the 
study and management of birds and their habitats, and the educa­
tion and involvement of the community. 

The RAOU is Australia's oldest national conservation 
organization and the best-established in the field of bird research. 
Since its foundation in 1901, the RAOU has provided a focus for 
researchers, both volunteer and professional, working to increase 
our knowledge of the birds of Australasia. Scientific data are 
essential for making informed decisions about the management 
and conservation of birds and their habitats. To this end, the 
RAOU co-ordinates the national Nest Record Scheme, the Aust­
ralian Bird Count, and many study programmes of threatened 
and endangered birds and their habitats. The RAOU is consulted 
regularly by government organizations, companies, educational 
institutions and individuals. The Handbook of Australian, New 
Zealand and Antarctic Birds provides an authoritative and scientific 
base for making decisions about the management of our avifauna 
and for the directions of future research. 

The RAOU has produced two volumes of HANZAB and 
publishes Emu, a quarterly scientific journal and Australia's 
senior internationally recognized ornithological journal. The 
RAOU also publishes Wingspan, a quarterly magazine for all 
members, RAOU Conservation Statements, the RAOU Report 
series and RAOU Monographs. HANZAB continues the RAOU's 
achievements in publishing: The Atlas of Australian Birds, Shorebirds 
in Australia and Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia. 

RAOU 
415 Riversdale Road 

Hawthorn East Victoria 3123 
Telephone (03) 9882 2622 Fax (03) 9882 2677. 


